
2009  OCTA  CONFERENCE  SCHEDULE 
JULY 25, 2009   Heller Theatre, Henthorne Park, 4825 S. Quaker, Tulsa, 74105 

 

Schedule at a glance:  

9-9:30 a.m.  Registration 

10-12:00         Workshops 

12:00-2:00 Lunch and Awards 

2:00-3:00        Workshops 

3:10-4:15  Roundtable 

 
 

9:00-9:30 a.m. Registration  
   

10:00-11:55  
  IMAGINE THAT!! – Jim Carver 

In this workshop we will explore an acting technique that produces amazing results. The use of imagery in scene 
study makes those speeches real and personal. Having trouble learning lines? This workshop's for you. Not like 
any acting class you've ever had before. 

  
Keynote presenter will be Jim Carver, who is well known as an adjudicator and presenter in Oklahoma. James 
Carver was literally born backstage. Jim’s earliest memories of theatre come from watching his parents in 
hundreds of rehearsals and performances. He claims to have learned his craft by osmosis from the back row of 
the theatre where his parents propped him up in a seat while they rehearsed. Educated at Michigan State 
University, he worked in television for a while before he joined the professional staff of the Kalamazoo Civic 
Players in 1958 as a production assistant-building, painting, teaching and directing. In 1974, Jim was named the 
Managing Director. Under Jim’s guidance, the theatre grew to be one of the largest in the country, presenting 
twenty-two productions each year with 800 volunteers and a professional staff of seventeen. Jim has directed 
hundreds of plays and has acted as many roles. He has developed an international reputation as a director: two 
of his productions were selected in national competition to represent the United States at international festivals, 
the most recent being “Dancing at Lughnasa” at the World Amateur Theatre Festival in Monaco. He has 
adjudicated countless AACT Festivals, including twice at the national. He is in constant demand as a workshop 
leader. Jim has served as President of AACT and from the group received its highest award for a lifetime of 
leadership in community theatre. He presently lives in Colorado and directs for community theatre nationwide. 
 
 

10:00-10:55  
 

Audio workshop- Frank Gallagher                                        
An audio workshop focusing on finding, creating and editing sound effects. Using web resources found mostly 
free on the web, a huge variety of sound effects and music can be at the fingertips of any theatre group.  Learn 
how to edit multiple sounds together, add echo and other effects, even change keys of music. Frank Gallagher 
designs, teaches, and directs with Heller and Clark Theatres in Tulsa.  He is former tech director at Oral Roberts 
University and the University of Texas at Dallas.  
 

Theatre Guru (TBA) – Tony Batchelder 
 President, Tulsa Area Community Theatre Alliance 
 Office Manager, Theatre Tulsa 
 House Manager, Tulsa Performing Arts Cente 
 Education: Associates Degree in Community Journalism, NEO A&M, Miami, Ok, 1983 
 B.A. in Speech with Minors in Math and Education, NSU, Tahlequah, Ok, 1999 
 Computer classes in Computer Concepts, Computer Designs, HTML, BASIC, EXCEL, PASCAL & C Language 
 ACTOR, DIRECTING, TECHNICAL, INSTRUCTION, & WEB PAGE DESIGN 
 



 

11:00-11:55 
 

What is expected from a stage manager…in other words, the stuff you should be doing 
– Courtney DiBello 
In most community theatres, it is difficult to find an individual willing to serve as a production’s stage manager.  
Most see themselves on stage, not backstage.  In this workshop, we will explore the vital nature of the stage 
management position.  There is more to the job than most are aware.  Be prepared to feel guilty for your previous 
mediocre stage management.  (Bring pencil and paper.) 

 
A native Oklahoman, Courtney DiBello currently serves as stage manager for Canterbury Choral Society season 
of concerts as well as the Norman Ballet Company’s annual Oklahoma Nutcracker. Courtney has a BFA from 
the University of Oklahoma in Drama, Technical Theatre and a MFA from Yale School of Drama. 

Democratizing Dance - Creating Choreography for the Non-Dancer- Sara Phoenix 
How do you take non-dancers and make them look spectacular as they ease their way through a musical?  We 
will examine how to use movement to clarify a point, to accentuate music, and to make those non-dancers look 
like they've had years of experience. No dance experience is necessary for this journey outside the choreography 
box.   
 
Sara Phoenix is an award-winning actress, dancer, director and choreographer with a BFA in Theatre from the 
University of Oklahoma.  Having worked in many community theatres and high schools, she has experience with 
both seasoned dancers and new performers.  Sara is the director of the Poteet Theatre’s John and Jen, the AACT 
Region VI winning production, which will be performed this summer at the National AACT Festival in Tacoma, 
Washington. 
 

12:00-2:00 Lunch and Awards 
   
           

2:00-3:00  
 

Telling the Real Story Through Blocking-- Jim Carver 
Forget the dialogue, we are going to examine how blocking comes from subtext and tells the audience what's 

really going on. 
 

Psychology of Emotion- Julie Tattershall                  
Research on emotions is still a relatively new field of study. Emotions have been the tool box for the actor  
And as the acting methods change over the years on how to communicate to the audience the intent of the 
play, emotions become more layered. Plays have become more intimate and the acting also needs to  
Communicate with greater skill the layering effect of emotions for a character. I will teach some of the 
psychology of emotions and how actors and directors can apply them. JulieTattershall has a Masters in  
Human Relations from the University of Oklahoma. 

 
 

3:10-4:15 Director / Producer Roundtable--This will be a round table discussion addressing issues 
theatres, directors and producers have come across and how those problems were solved. Also there will be suggested 
ways to prevent situations from developing through planning/production meetings and contracts. There will be examples 
of contracts available. If you have a contract that has been successful for you, please bring it along. Involved in this 
discussion will be directors, producers, theatre managers and artistic directors.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
3217 South 79

th
 East Ave 

I-44 & Memorial 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74145. 
918-624-2800 
918-280-8600 Fax 
 
Thank you for choosing our Facility for O.C.T.A Conference. Below are the Rates & Amenities that we can Offer You. 
 

10 Rooms with Two Queen Size Bed at $ 54.00 Plus Tax                  July 24 and/or July 25, 2009 

We offer: Free Airport Transportation, Free Hot Breakfast, Free Wireless Internet, Business Center, Pool, Guest Laundry, 
In- room Coffee, Free Satellite TV 
 

All Parties need to Call and make Reservation before June 30th 2009 
 

 


